Ryan Settlement
“Great Weight” Review Criteria as Previously Found in § 6.2.1 (B) of the Medicare
Program Integrity Manual

Review Criteria

Afford the favorable final appellate decision that a beneficiary is "confined to home" great
weight in evaluating whether the beneficiary is confined to the home when reviewing services
rendered after the service date of the claim addressed in the favorable final appellate decision
unless there has been a change in facts (such as medical improvement or an advance in medical
technology) that has improved the beneficiary's ability to leave the home. All medical review
that is done on claims for services performed after the service date of the claim that is addressed
in the favorable final appellate decision should determine if (a) there has been a change in facts
(as noted above) that affects the beneficiary's ability to leave the home and (b) if the services
provided meet all other criteria for home health care. If there have been no changes in facts that
affect the beneficiary's ability to leave the home and if all other criteria for home health services
are met, the claim would ordinarily be paid. Medical review staff should generally adhere to the
following examples, if applicable, in effectuating this review.

EXAMPLE 1:

A quadriplegic beneficiary receives a favorable final appellate decision that he is confined to the
home even though he leaves home several times a week for personal reasons. This decision

would ordinarily be given "great weight" in future medical review determinations, with the result
that the beneficiary would therefore be treated as "confined to the home™ in those determinations.

EXAMPLE 2:

A diabetic beneficiary with a severely broken leg that is not healing well receives a favorable
final appellate decision that he is confined to the home, even though he leaves home several
times a week for personal reasons. This decision would ordinarily be given "great weight,” with
the result that the beneficiary would therefore be treated as "confined to the home™ for
subsequent medical review decisions. However, if upon review, evidence showed that the
beneficiary's medical condition had changed and the ability to leave the home had improved then
the favorable final appellate decision would no longer be given "great weight" in determining if
the patient was "confined to home." Medical review of these cases should be done periodically to
determine if there are changes in facts that have improved the beneficiary's ability to leave the
home.



