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All releases below are from 2pm Thursday, June 4 through 2pm Thursday, June 11, 2020.

News Releases

*June 9- OCR Resolves Complaints after State of Connecticut and Private Hospital Safeguard the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities to Have Reasonable Access to Support Persons in Hospital
Settings During COVID-19. Today, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) at the U.S Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) announces that it has reached an Early Case Resolution (ECR)
with the State of Connecticut after the state issued an executive order regarding non-visitation
policies for short-term hospitals, outpatient clinics, and outpatient surgical facilities to ensure
that people with disabilities are not denied reasonable access to needed support persons. OCR
also reached an ECR with Hartford Hospital after it agreed to grant a 73-year old woman with
aphasia access to support persons to help with her communication and comprehension in her
treatment.

*June 9- HHS Announces Enhanced Provider Portal, Relief Fund Payments for Safety Net
Hospitals, Medicaid & CHIP Providers. Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), through the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), is
announcing additional distributions from the Provider Relief Fund to eligible Medicaid and
Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) providers that participate in state Medicaid and
CHIP programs. HHS expects to distribute approximately $15 billion to eligible providers that
participate in state Medicaid and CHIP programs and have not received a payment from the
Provider Relief Fund General Allocation.

*June 9- Trump Administration Encourages Reopening of Healthcare Facilities. Today, under the
direction of President Trump, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released a
guide for patients and beneficiaries as they consider their in-person care options. During the
height of the pandemic, many healthcare systems and patients postponed non-emergency, in-
person care in order to keep patients and providers safe and to ensure capacity to care for
COVID-19 patients.
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*June 11- HHS awards S8 million to expand COVID-19 training and technical assistance for
health centers. This week, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), through
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), awarded S8 million to 73
organizations that provide training and technical assistance (T/TA) to HRSA-funded health
centers nationwide. These organizations will provide critical COVID-19 resources to health
centers, including support and expertise to advance health centers’ ability to prevent, prepare,
and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.

*June 11- Nursing Home Residents’ Right to retain Federal Economic Incentive Payments. The
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is aware of allegations that some nursing
homes are seizing residents economic impact payments (or “Stimulus Checks”) authorized
under the CARES Act. This practice is prohibited, and nursing homes that seize these payments
from residents could be subject to federal enforcement actions, including potential termination
from participation in the Medicare and Medicaid programs.

Blog

*June 4- Calling all graduates: You have health insurance options. Graduation is an important
milestone. As you embark on the next phase of your life, it’s also important to have health
insurance to protect you from unexpected medical costs.

*June 8- If you’re unhappy with your care, let us know — File a Medicare complaint. When
you're unhappy with the quality of your health care, you might first want to talk with the
person who gave you the care. If you don’t want to talk to that person or need more help, you
can file a Medicare complaint. Filing a complaint is your right, so if you think you aren’t getting
high-quality care, we want to know.

CMS has developed a Virtual Toolkit to help you stay informed on CMS and HHS materials
available on the COVID-19. Please share these materials, bookmark the page, and check back
often for the most up-to-date information. For more information, please email
partnership@cms.hhs.qov
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