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How confident are you that the evidence is adequate 

1  

to draw conclusions about the health outcomes of 
interest to patients treated with catheter ablation for 
atrial fibrillation? 

1 Not Confident -2- 3 Moderately Confident 
-4- 5 Highly Confident 

a. Recurrence of Arrhythmia 4 4 4 4 2 4 5 5 4 4 4 4.00 4.00 

b. Symptom relief 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 5 5 3.63 3.82 

c. Stroke 2 2 2 3 5 2 1 2 1 1 1 2.38 2.00 

d. Survival 1 1 1 1 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1.50 1.36 
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2 

How confident are you that catheter ablation for the 
treatment of atrial fibrillation improves health outcomes 
compared to other therapies or treatments in the following 
populations: 

1 Not Confident -2- 3 Moderately Confident -
4- 5 Highly Confident 

a. As first-line therapy? 1 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 4 2 3 1.44 1.83 
b. As secondary-line therapy? 3 4 5 4 2 5 3 4 5 5 5 5 3.89 4.17 
c. For first detected atrial fibrillation? 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 1.00 1.25 

d. For long-standing (greater than 1 year) atrial fibrillation? 3 
3 3 3 1 3 2 4 4 3 3 3 2.89 2.92 

e. For paroxysmal atrial fibrillation? 3 4 5 4 2 5 3 4 4 5 5 5 3.78 4.08 
f. For persistent atrial fibrillation? 1 2 4 3 1 4 2 3 5 4 4 4 2.78 3.08 
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3 
How confident are you that ablation 
improves long-term (greater than 1 year) 
health outcomes? 

2 2 2 2 1 4 1 3 2 2 3 4 2.11 

1 Not Confident -2- 3 
Moderately Confident -4- 5 

Highly Confident 



Overall 
Average 

2.33 
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4 How confident are you that the 
outcomes can be extrapolated to: 

1 Not Confident -2-
3 Moderately Confident -4-

5 Highly Confident 
a. Patients outside a controlled 
clinical study? 3 2 5 3 1 4 2 2 3 3 2 
b. the Medicare beneficiary 
population (age 65 years and older, 
56% female)? 

2 2 3 3 1 3 2 3 1 3 4 
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Voting 
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Average 

Overall 
Average 

3 2.78 2.75 

4 2.22 2.58 
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5 How confident are you that additional 
evidence is needed? 

1 Not Confident -2-
3 Moderately Confident -4-

5 Highly Confident 
a. Recurrence of Arrhythmia 2 3 1 2 5 2 2 2 3 2 2 
b. Symptom relief 4 3 2 2 5 2 4 3 3 1 2 
c. Stroke 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 5 5 5 5 
d. Survival 5 4 4 5 5 4 5 5 5 5 5 
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2.38 2.36 

3.13 2.82 
4.63 4.73 
4.63 4.73 
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