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Wednesday, April 21, 2010,8:10 a.m. 

The Medicare Evidence Development & Coverage Advisory Committee met on 
Apri I 21, 2010, to discuss the evidence, hear presentations and public comment, and 
make recommendations concerning currently available evidence on the risks, benefits and 
outcomes of radiation therapy inclusive of external beam radiotherapy and brachytherapy 
for the treatment of localized prostate cancer. 

The meeting began with a reading ofa conflict of interest statement, welcoming 
remarks, and an introduction of the Committee. 

CMS Presentation and Votine Questions. After a welcome by the division director, a 
CMS representative presented the panel and audience with the questions that would be 
considered before being voted on or discussed by the panel. 

Presentation of Technology Assessment. The panel heard a presentation from three 
members of the Evidence-Based Practice Center at Tufts University concerning their 
technology assessment update performed under contract to AHRQ. Following the 
presentation, there was a limited time for the panelists to question the presenters before 
moving on to public comments. 

Scheduled Public Comments. The panel heard from a total of 11 scheduled speakers, 
including clinicians, researchers, industry and professional society representatives, and 
patient advocates. 

Open Public Comments. The panel heard from 15 members ofthe public, including 
private practitioners, researchers, prostate cancer patients, and patient advocacy 
representatives. 

Questions to Presenters. The panel was given the opportunity to pose questions to the 
presenters. 

Initial Open Panel Discussion. The panel conducted an extensive discussion on each of 
the voting questions posed by CMS. The discussion included input from the chair, 
members of the panel, and presenters as requested by members of the panel. 

Formal Remarks and Voting Questions. The panel turned its attention to the voting 
questions, having limited additional discussion before votes on each question. As a result 
of these discussions, consensus was reached that as to questions two and three, watchful 
waiting would include no treatment as well as active surveillance. The results of the 
voting were displayed to the public on cards and recorded by staff. 

Final Open Panel Discussion. After resolution of the voting questions, the panel 
discussed questions six and seven, the non-voting questions. At the conclusion of those 
discussions, each panelist was allowed and encouraged to give a statement summarizing 
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their perspectives regarding the quality ofthe available evidence and how current 
evidence gaps might be addressed. 

Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 

I certify that I attended the meeting 
of the Medicare Evidence Development 
& Coverage Advisory Committee on 
April 21,20 10, and that these minutes 
accurately reflect what transpired. 

1f1;C!dJ X~-# 
Maria A. Ellis 
Executive Secretary, MEDCAC, CMS 

I approve the minutes of this meeting 
as recorded in this summary . 
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Clifford Goodman, Ph.D. 
Chairperson 


