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3 C0500 C-17 
Coding Tips 

• Occasionally, a resident can communicate but chooses 
not to participate in the BIMS and therefore does not 
attempt any of the items in the section. This would be 
considered an incomplete interview; enter 99 for 
C0500, BIMS Summary Score, and complete the 
Staff Assessment for Mental Status. 

• If all of the BIMS items are coded with a dash, then 
C0500, BIMS Summary Score must also be coded 
with a dash. 
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