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Not all triggers identify deficits or problems. Some triggers 
indicate areas of resident strengths, and can suggest possible 
approaches to improve a resident’s functioning or minimize 
decline. For example, Section GG captures the resident’s 
goals on admission when they are in an SNF PPS stay, 
Section F identifies the resident’s preferences for customary 
routine and activities, and Section Q captures information 
about the resident’s desire to talk to someone about the 
possibility of leaving this facility and returning to live and 
receive services in the community. These and other MDS 
items can help focus the assessment and care plan on what is 
most important to the resident and areas with the greatest 
potential for functional improvement. 
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