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1 1.2 1-3 • Minimum Data Set (MDS). A core set of screening, 
clinical, and functional status data elements, including 
common definitions and coding categories, which form the 
foundation of a comprehensive assessment for all residents 
of nursing homes certified to participate in Medicare or 
Medicaid. The data elements (also referred to as “items”) 
in the MDS standardize communication about resident 
problems and conditions within nursing homes, between 
nursing homes, and between nursing homes and outside 
agencies. The required subsets of data elements for each 
MDS assessment and tracking document (e.g., 
Comprehensive, Quarterly, OBRA Discharge, Entry 
Tracking, PPS item sets) can be found in Appendix Hon 
CMS’s website at 
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality/Nursing-Home-
Improvement/Resident-Assessment-Instrument-Manual. 

1 1.7 1-11 
F Preferences for 

Customary Routine and 
Activities 

Obtain information regarding the 
resident’s preferences for their 
daily routine and activities. 

GG Functional Abilities and 
Goals 

Assess the need for assistance 
with self-care and mobility 
activities, prior function, admission 
performance, discharge goals, 
discharge performance, functional 
limitations in range of motion, and 
current and prior device use. 

H Bladder and Bowel 

Gather information on the use of 
bowel and bladder appliances, the 
use of and response to urinary 
toileting programs, urinary and 
bowel continence, bowel training 
programs, and bowel patterns.  
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