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Trump Administration Announces New Resources to Protect Nursing Home Residents 

Against COVID-19  
  
As part of the unprecedented efforts taken by the Trump Administration, President Trump today 
announced several new Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) initiatives designed to 
protect nursing home residents from coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).  
  
“From the moment the threat of this virus materialized, the Trump Administration has placed a 
priority on protecting nursing home residents,” said CMS Administrator Seema Verma. “Today’s 
multi-pronged intervention represents the latest efforts in fulfilling that unwavering commitment. 
As caseloads continue to increase in areas around the country, it has never been more important 
that nursing homes have what they need to maintain a sturdy defense against the virus. These 
measures will help them do exactly that.”   
  
New Funding 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will devote $5 billion of the 
Provider Relief Fund authorized by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act to Medicare-certified long term care facilities and state veterans’ homes (“nursing 
homes”), to build nursing home skills and enhance nursing homes’ response to COVID-19, 
including enhanced infection control. This funding could be used to address critical needs in 
nursing homes including hiring additional staff, implementing infection control “mentorship” 
programs with subject matter experts, increasing testing, and providing additional services, such 
as technology so residents can connect with their families if they are not able to visit. Nursing 
homes must participate in the Nursing Home COVID-19 Training (described below) to be 
qualified to receive this funding. This new funding is in addition to the $4.9 billion previously 
announced to offset revenue losses and assist nursing homes with additional costs related to 
responding to the COVID-19 public health emergency (PHE) and the shipments of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) provided to nursing homes by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). 
  
  
Enhanced Testing 
Building on the initiative HHS announced last week, in which rapid point-of-care diagnostic 
testing devices will be distributed to nursing homes, and the new funding from the Provider 
Relief Fund, CMS will begin requiring, rather than recommending, that all nursing homes in 
states with a 5% positivity rate or greater test all nursing home staff each week. This new staff 
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testing requirement will enhance efforts to keep the virus from entering and spreading through 
nursing homes by identifying asymptomatic carriers.  
  
More than 15,000 testing devices will be deployed over the next few months to help support this 
mandate, with over 600 devices shipping this week. Funds from the Provider Relief Fund can 
also be used to pay for additional testing of visitors.  
  

Additional Technical Assistance & Support 
The Trump administration recently deployed federal Task Force Strike Teams to provide onsite 
technical assistance and education to nursing homes experiencing outbreaks in an effort to help 
reduce transmission and the risk of COVID-19 spread among residents. The first deployments 
took place in 18 nursing homes in Illinois, Florida, Louisiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Texas 
between July 18 and July 20.  The Task Force Strike Teams are composed of clinicians and 
public health service officials from CMS, the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), 
and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH).   
  
The Task Force Strike Teams went into nursing homes based on data they reported to the CDC 
that indicated an increase in COVID-19 cases.  The teams focused on the four key areas of 
support, including keeping COVID-19 out of facilities, detecting COVID-19 cases quickly, 
preventing virus transmission, and managing staff.  The goal was to determine what immediate 
actions nursing homes needed to take to help reduce the spread and risk of COVID-19 among 
residents, and to better understand what federal, state, and local resources nursing homes need to 
ensure the health and safety of their residents. CMS and its partners plan to use what is learned 
on the ground to determine remote education and other critical needs to support nursing homes 
and mitigate future outbreaks.  
  
In addition, CMS, in partnership with the CDC, is rolling out an online, self-paced, on-demand 
Nursing Home COVID-19 Training focused on infection control and best practices. The training 
being offered has 23 educational modules and a scenario-based learning modules that include 
materials on cohorting strategies and using telehealth in nursing homes to assist facilities as they 
continue to work to mitigate the virus spread in their facilities. This program supplements 
training already underway to better equip nursing homes to contain and stop the spread of 
COVID-19. The training is a requirement for nursing homes to receive the additional funding 
from the Provider Relief Fund Program. 
  
The training will be available to all 15,400 nursing homes nationwide along with specialized 
technical assistance to nursing homes who have been found to have infection prevention 
deficiencies in their most recent CMS inspection and had recent COVID-19 cases based upon 
their data submissions to CDC. A certificate of completion is offered and recognition badges can 
be downloaded for nursing homes to display on their website. 
 
  
Weekly Data on High Risk Nursing Homes 
Early on during this pandemic, CMS required nursing homes to inform residents, their families 
and representatives of COVID-19 cases in their nursing homes. Starting in May, CMS and CDC 



began collecting weekly data on each nursing home including their number of COVID-19 cases. 
Now that this data collection process has matured, the White House and CMS will release a list 
of nursing homes with an increase in cases that will be sent to states each week as part of the 
weekly Governor’s report to ensure states have the information needed to target their support to 
the highest risk nursing homes. 
  
Today’s announcement builds on the unprecedented and aggressive actions CMS has taken to 
address the impact of COVID-19 in nursing homes.   
  

The full list of CMS public health action for nursing homes on COVID-19 to date is in the 
chart below.  
 
CMS Public Health Action for Nursing Homes on COVID-19 as of July 22, 2020  
 
February 
6, 2020 

CMS took action to prepare the nation’s healthcare facilities for the COVID-19 
threat. 

March 4, 
2020 

CMS issued new guidance related to the screening of entrants into nursing 
homes. 

March 10, 
2020 CMS issued guidance related to the use of PPE. 

March 13, 
2020 

CMS issued guidance on the restriction of nonessential medical staff and all 
visitors except in certain limited situations. 

March 23, 
2020 

CMS announced a suspension of routine inspections, and an exclusive focus on 
immediate jeopardy situations and infection control inspections. 

March 30, 
2020 

CMS announced that hospitals, laboratories, and other entities can perform tests 
for COVID-19 on people at home and in other community-based settings outside 
of the hospital – including nursing homes. 

April 2, 
2020 

CMS issued a call to action for nursing homes and state and local governments 
reinforcing infection control responsibilities and urging leaders to work closely 
with nursing homes on access to testing and PPE.  

April 15, 
2020 

CMS announced the agency will nearly double payment for certain lab tests that 
use high-throughput technologies to rapidly diagnose large numbers of COVID-
19 cases. 

April 19, 
2020 

CMS announced it will require nursing homes to report cases of COVID-19 to all 
residents and their families, as well as directly to the CDC. On May 1, 
CMS published the proposed policy in an Interim Final Rule. The rule became 
effective on May 8. 

April 30, 
2020 

CMS announced the formation of an independent Commission that will conduct a 
comprehensive assessment of the nursing home response to COVID-19. 

May 6, 
2020 

CMS released a memorandum to State Survey Agency directors providing more 
details on the new reporting requirements of the Interim Final Rule. 

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO64EA-2BdshB7paqYq-2FlMRkISo-2FCngX0gqMzE-2FEeJZNaojRnCkKRqoWBebxnxV3abEJZFjBuhn2s3z-2FbNTKxh3pCYf28UxI-2FfkS8LJJLmaLVPXo-3D1-Qg_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjkCCVbaCH7Vz2aicrCk-2BIAfifVUrdqf40PFANqmgMp7oOsMOGzlwvKSO01Mauox7-2FAJO7N0Q1GwdlQaGG5fCSYzX6gmrQUfP03qbfGloNObY99WbPa4rOmj7fjEK4gX1TAYRZtz4yPH9dHyDFf2A0uPClHjNZ7yjiuUVp4ENWaSdg-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6AszgEYf5NekKmvKunYI2XmBd-2FZNqsYpC-2FotjoRGD4q-2FCrFsfyfX9iNcGHpjbxNDTZOkz-2Fgyz3-2Fg6n80zLU2qaQ-3D-3D8mQt_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjmJo6lfo1BV7cfNRrNu4Hc4uvpTEHNwul8Y27dIM33tGWSik-2FI10jHhxAp3ZhGk8IJftsGX7A2KR6-2FL-2F9x-2FQuXrnSRDY4i63vx0OY0Wdz3OekjYLFn-2BviLuWCJ6eP846sjdjbFh87kTpwcIGSB0GWkx7zcZNpQryhla-2FPLTsGWZ4Q-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6n3kjHd7AKEaBO4rpg2cwWDun2I83xtxkzUjBLg32LIgqHSz8DG9Gvdn4NwaoT6bl4UT6qHXt6eVlkcQzbeNUkwK6pbpWC-2B3oFT47ifXnRKAEwXc6MFgYXcglQVYZHXxfx6hY_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjlGgVar1BgEr2fQM3qBBNMG1VBhy-2Fg-2BdDxvr6uwHmEP20sg3KfwzeUKZ90lL9U-2FYCidCLtxljUYFOziQWH5ctmgG9xT0Kv9QbxCSl0hNqpJ8Rw-2FgUhK5ykQlb1RG3rSheAwT1voRQfU9ux1a6WIozYWwnYU2UYIWwQwDO8eoHSBag-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkqDU-2FIHrC2qEdTJ8XTnMxuXT6mmNaBIrd9CVmp7B-2Ff-2Bv3gjaNrcWos94GXYU4nadaLy8WdSdEAs9CddIR4mhVmg-3D2ZOc_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjm7aaHpwXVfU1EW80Wug2fR8YmSjihUgM407hODORRYG3GSvyafQuhTbtlO9uaI9mss7vvKgFKhQcpt0uwQAGvzEIxKRIXsTjHAL8pxeP99T4igb8g1RbVQ7Rl7DmrncIbuPeHWT-2BgT-2FRH88MJdusaRMdz33KreFXL4Mz1xiKv9Fg-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkqDU-2FIHrC2qEdTJ8XTnMxuXT6mmNaBIrd9CVmp7B-2Ff-2BvHNjYLgDMqjD95-2Fo7PchKn-2FYp3Gn2-2BZ0s9qxg2MTtJLw-3Dh__j_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjneago6vpMlQltP7fkTet4-2F3-2FmMlvbKCvRp3lF6ASHMMmyaJlRNsJO4k13EQ3fesOKJhjbWDkUWvDc530c2K5kd7yOTsBzZSgf4RYrDa29ZXu9B1-2FX6SijnDrPMV-2FQ5sd8Ti-2BOq-2B69wmBXbMbuzLrYMv2iV8KpTtWMaI6QSUGF1MQ-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6paWeqbe5EU1dFDoQv0TBqvGM6bMuMwSdFbRVJqDudF7Jq-2FHSn693v5Ikq0nDj4IpRMYT3G3DfolNsPsw99xN-2Fzlhe3Vq0h-2FY2G-2BVP7cykQGrpAo1ceCMKxMjrDrrpNI18X2Ull4k7GmHPR6IQeyM5w-3D-3D2vOp_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjlROinOs3C6M9naKdN2Lgd-2B3JTRJpoNdwHCJDCpse6xPeT8VtBWF-2FmG2LLOaXrD1GB1HsUE2FFvwkzqJuIHNwx0xY5kDMdlfz3mYv-2FMt1Xa484SDjPeRLAOkckU2C1-2B4DQcEM7-2B3kJSDqW-2FASJWr179FYinEJobblHlwaRFWD0iow-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6paWeqbe5EU1dFDoQv0TBqo62TfdyiVcXu-2Bjexl5XDyuPUcBkm-2BT0fjhVKal-2BkM5KbA9Y5hJYCqowBYRUzY3vpx24uQoKbtPhkcZ1nRwWRqdT1aKzIw4faKgZAaANN-2BKb-s9B_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjl2hJhePQC45p1jBJjlR1Xczme24EB577xDavhqHEEOkMQteiVtDG-2Fm3YTKSHbGWs-2B3s-2B0YLvz30Blb2q6coaaIKL32BW9K-2Blh1-2BsXH3Cp4RyK59OZ-2Bu1Iyq95-2FUFueAvr8HKhwjM7dqDMK4gtTeehJheyMYFpXVjQ28dUikw-2BYsA-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6h33LbT4dRWLSSxBiA4tjwOCEkeMvgt2tqZCrFuD4hiwG2L5Qf-2FeJvluoq6gWrZeZPHkAdzlfX2znbCLnRKC2peiRuYxbyYblz72fhQq-2B2ig-3DfEOt_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjnD9q6xindR9dD-2F0mSKJaqDwOiCPYt2FKVH05xWf0a7AS-2B92EVoJ7NqU96PnZtTo9xs-2BCaGa2jcD-2BlLb69VTTHh6VLgPVgtOOiWR11AvvmSWfTC9FHpUBj72JncM4GhVyZn9pXKna1YBCRrJ-2F4pnaLsZ2zglbjqO8e80xxBgnPVhw-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6paWeqbe5EU1dFDoQv0TBqikUVAYFTpTBSx6cKkQoWzYyHZgjsr0uOv72iS3z1vLC0ENHSpVixp4-2FsqJKu2k5AB4e6UxpGQsXXbGhoNW0VRJL0QRAosoCPSjYAboi6sM9szf7_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjkbKBsm7hId-2FzWPP8kFxlNG1PaStkc68IwwOPOn7K1Ccsq2B3-2BANqt-2F77Q3F5s6VEsr4Q4pF-2BgGm8O-2FLjE53hk9lJ3QgTXMc8LNVxse6-2BRPPHDcfjD74qxNHz9XnBRIKzPwDiIrp04GlqlnjL7fvTvbOKy5SOMIl2hhMJx-2FD12Z9g-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6paWeqbe5EU1dFDoQv0TBqo62TfdyiVcXu-2Bjexl5XDysegezjUBedbU-2BUWlmIfgfZMAtcq228byS9PjkMS-2B830-2Bu40SvyUghsbhOfLEM-2Fv99HhuY6NkcuaNwuuKD7Az97uNeoqXR0VfSbFqgxhM1gkg-3D-3D_6VO_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjlLJPC093z6Fy-2FcYmWX-2FDULCCa4nJWM48IEf2N9J-2B-2F-2FMjdgHqhr88xm7eEgKmjW-2FUMpkthtBi7zPO7FUbbmUuD0U3kJnDvF982ojjqDFGPqJsDeiO4JS6UAPrs-2BQPrfkmgjI-2B5bqP0fnNAjnL2SEyVMLyCP5lqYRGa1V9PJ4vos-2FA-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkmwzqNc1rfYtguYDlcKrsG43WGDRbdnyyURrUZyY9kO6AszgEYf5NekKmvKunYI2XmsTJ89e1IRw5zpXzpwbRhpso7WaMYths-2F1HFES9X5Xfe5yUx20XiDkU5CbhpA0-2FhjhfVZ-2FryNv2CoeoNbgSWD-2FAt28AOimcYVlVXOcqzR5ynhaa_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjmcZt7Nt31RP31qmxErtq1kVyb2VifHwe8Sza8cJrhmg2HRpthh0oipOdN7s9j-2BeVbWp2MGpwhVBe9AksMP61TJMlyxeAUaY7DFo2HBOPPMk80HypSQbqn5ybikR4WLoLXgA1GMnpWxn3e8XQ0rCtGaaeXeWUnhHhbQW5K5yq8llg-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=2NqviemW3YF4lD4W3GVIkqDU-2FIHrC2qEdTJ8XTnMxuXT6mmNaBIrd9CVmp7B-2Ff-2BvNg6SHm-2Fs5ukcQ6R49f2ZzA-3D-3DGKKp_5fL-2BdZKd8ocMNHc9SFg5ektG0b1bEGiRLKfpmxs215PxiNjZfbkmN-2FzsqG0vFBsrMgHbZRZkixtoar-2BtJaSlGpSa-2FgEJ-2FrdGJDEXhVWHLr6Jkw5P9Josb2fuSEJFTGpTxwkw4ks-2FYrDH7iV9HLp2Rkl8MkQEJwNyGcPNALscFPUaffZp6HefuvPEW7-2FEv-2BZM3d9E-2FkJ-2F4fyBJshAw9ok9W607tOw9rLVE3spYuGfCjkke7d4-2Fxjxj0mX5cE0o3WqQMfsZBOTYvJ7F0dxWhtnP-2FhDtwfvaVjAQScgZ1v6nw2Hs4cNubWqiFhNFNWxkZXxZB8Vkark-2BDi2-2BYY6d94G8eYboatEEpb0QHUa4rqhNuCQ2feRc5jU5jmy3z4N1yPsDrxlgZXAVVGXIKeSW5U8mA-3D-3D


May 13, 
2020 

CMS published a new informational toolkit comprising recommendations and 
best practices from a variety of front line health care providers, governors’ 
COVID-19 task forces, associations and other organizations and experts that is 
intended to serve as a catalogue of resources dedicated to addressing the specific 
challenges facing nursing homes as they combat COVID-19. Toolkit is found 
here: Toolkit 

May 18, 
2020 

CMS issued guidance for state and local officials on the reopening of nursing 
homes. 

June 1, 
2020 

CMS issued guidance to states on COVID-19 survey activities, CARES Act 
funding, enhanced enforcement for infection control deficiencies, and quality 
improvement activities in nursing homes. CMS also issued a letter to Governors. 

June 4, 
2020 

CMS post first set of underlying COVID-19 nursing home data and results from 
targeted inspections conducted by the agency since March 4, 2020 linked 
on Nursing Home Compare.  

June 19, 
2020 

CMS announced membership of Independent Coronavirus Commission on Safety 
and Quality in nursing homes 

June 23, 
2020 CMS released FAQs on nursing home visitation.    

June 25, 
2020 

CMS released a memo announcing the end of the emergency blanket waiver for 
the nursing home staffing data submission requirement. 

July 10, 
2020 

CMS announced it will deploy Quality Improvement Organizations (QIOs) 
across the country to provide immediate assistance to nursing homes in hotspot 
areas. 
  

July 14, 
2020 

HHS and CMS announced initiative for rapid point-of-care diagnostic devices 
and tests in nursing homes.   

  

 ### 
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