
APPENDIX 4D 

ILLUSTRATIVE PARTICIPANT CHARACTERISTICS REPORT 

This appendix presents an illustrative Participant Characteristics Report for a hypothetical 
PACE site, with accompanying documentation.  Similar reports were sent to all SYFT PACE 
sites that had at least five participants with complete COCOA-B clinical data submitted to the 
Research Center during the SYFT.  These reports can be used to compare and assess 
similarities and differences between a specific site's participant characteristics and those of the 
participants at the other PACE sites.  
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A Project to Develop an Outcome-Based Continuous Quality Improvement  
System and Core Outcome and Comprehensive Assessment Data Set for PACE 

Systematic Field Test 

Basic Information Regarding Your Participant Characteristics Report 

Enclosed is your site's Participant Characteristics Report, which can be used to compare and 
assess similarities and differences between your site's participant characteristics and those of 
the participants at the other PACE sites involved in the systematic field test (SYFT). 

This report includes more than 50 different participant characteristic measures and reflects your 
site's profile for all participants with complete COCOA-B clinical data encoded at the Research 
Center during the SYFT.  In addition to your site’s profile, the report shows the profile for all 
participants with complete COCOA-B clinical data from the other PACE sites participating in the 
SYFT.  Please examine your report carefully.  If you feel that the participant characteristic 
measures presented in your report are not representative of your participant population, review 
the enclosed Data Submission and Data Quality Report to determine factors that may bias your 
site's report (e.g., data were only submitted from one center, only a small proportion of 
participants are included in the report due to incomplete COCOA-B clinical item sets). 

An understanding of the following basic terminology will facilitate the interpretation of the 
reports. 

A complete COCOA-B clinical item set consists of all COCOA-B clinical forms (e.g., Primary 
Care Provider Form, Nursing Form, Social Work Form, Rehabilitative Therapy Form) required to 
assess a participant at a single point in time.  Only those participants with complete COCOA-B 
clinical item sets (based on your site's form integration protocols) were included in the report.  If 
a participant had more than one complete set of COCOA-B clinical data, the first set of data was 
included in the report. 

A set of reference data (presented under the column labeled Other Sites) is provided to 
facilitate comparison of your site to all other PACE sites participating in the SYFT.  The 
reference data consist of all participants from the other PACE SYFT sites for whom we had a 
complete COCOA-B clinical item set encoded at the Research Center.  The number of 
reference cases is located in the upper left-hand corner of the report and is labeled, Number of 
Participants (Other Sites).  It is important to note that the reference group does not represent all 
"other" PACE participants (or all other PACE sites) but rather is a sample that includes only 
participants with complete COCOA-B clinical item sets from the other PACE SYFT sites. 

Statistical significance should be used by sites when comparing their own participant 
characteristics values to those of the other PACE SYFT sites, and it can be understood as the 
probability that a difference between two rates or averages is due to chance.  If the statistical 
significance value is greater than .05, then we consider it likely that the difference is due to 
chance and therefore is not a real or true difference.  On the reports, a single asterisk (*) 
corresponds to the .05 level (95% or more probability that the difference is real) and double 
asterisks (**) correspond to the .01 level (99% or more probability that the difference is real).  
You may find that some participant characteristic measures do not show a statistically 
significant difference (i.e., they are not marked by * or **) from the reference group.  Do not 
investigate these measures further.  If, however, you find a number of participant characteristic 
measures that are statistically significant compared to the reference group, you should focus 
your attention on these measures because they represent real differences between your site 
and the other PACE SYFT sites. 
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