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Chapter Section Page Change 
3 Intro 3-2 Added hyperlink function: 

• Check the MDS 3.0 Web site regularly for updates at: 
http://www.cms.gov/NursingHomeQualityInits/45_NHQIMDS3
0TrainingMaterials.asp  

Field Code Changed: 
• If you require further assistance, submit your question to your 

State RAI Coordinator listed in Appendix B: State Agency 
and CMS Regional Office RAI/MDS Contacts available on 
CMS’ website: 
http://www.cms.gov/NursingHomeQualityInits/45_NHQIMDS
30TrainingMaterials.asp 

3 Intro 3-2 • Become familiar with the item itself with its coding choices and 
responses, keeping in mind the clarifications, issues of note, and 
other pertinent information needed to understand how to code 
the item. Do the definitions and instructions differ from current 
practice at your facility? 

• Become familiar with the item itself with its coding choices and 
responses, keeping in mind the clarifications, issues of note, and 
other pertinent information needed to understand how to code 
the item. 

• Do the definitions and instructions differ from current practice at 
your facility? 

3 Intro 3-3 Field Code Changed: 
• It will take time to go through all this material. Do it slowly and 

carefully without rushing. Discuss any clarifications, questions 
or issues with your State RAI Coordinator (see Appendix B: 
State Agency and CMS Regional Office RAI/MDS Contacts 
available on CMS’ website: 
http://www.cms.gov/NursingHomeQualityInits/45_NHQIMDS3
0TrainingMaterials.asp) 

3 3.3 3-3 • With the exception of certain items (e.g., some items in 
Sections K and O), the look-back period generally does not 
include a hospital stay. 

3 3.3 3-4 – There are five four date items (A2400C, M0300B3, O0400A6, 
O0400B6, and O0400C6) that use a dash-filled value to indicate 
that the event has not yet occurred. For example, if there is an 
ongoing Medicare stay, then the end date for that Medicare stay 
(A2400C) has not occurred, therefore, this item would be dash-
filled. 
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Chapter Section Page Change 
3 3.3 3-4 - The few items that do not allow dash values include 

identification items in Section A (e.g., reasons for 
assessment, resident name, assessment reference 
date) and ICD-9 diagnosis codes (Item I8000).  

- To determine whether a specific item allows a dash 
value or not, refer to the MDS 3.0 Data Submission 
Specifications at: 
http://www.cms.gov/NursingHomeQualityInits/25_N
HQIMDS30.asp#TopOfPage 

- The few items that do not allow dash values include 
identification items in Section A [e.g., Legal Name of 
Resident (Item A0500), Assessment Reference Date 
(Item A2300), Type of Assessment (Item A0310), and 
Gender (Item A0800)] and ICD-9 diagnosis codes 
(Item I8000). All items for which a dash is not an 
acceptable value can be found on the CMS MDS 3.0 
Technical Information web page at the following link: 
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-
Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/NHQIMDS30
TechnicalInformation.html 

 
3 3.3 3-5  

A Identification 
Information 

Obtain key information to uniquely identify each 
resident, nursing home, type of record, and 
reasons for assessment.  

 

X Correction 
Request 

Indicate whether an MDS record is a new record to 
be added to the QIES ASAP system or a rRequest 
to modify or inactivate a record already present in 
the QIES ASAP database.  
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