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3 M0210 M-5 Scabs and eschar are different both physically and chemically. 

Eschar is a collection of dead tissue within the wound that is flush 
with the surface of the wound. A scab is made up of dried blood 
cells and serum, sits on the top of the skin, and forms over 
exposed wounds such as wounds with granulating surfaces (like 
pressure ulcers, lacerations, evulsions, etc.). A scab is evidence of 
wound healing. A pressure ulcer that was staged as a 2 and now 
has a scab indicates it is a healing stage 2 and therefore, staging 
should not change. Eschar characteristics and the level of damage 
it causes to tissues is what makes it easy to distinguish from a 
scab. It is extremely important to have staff who are trained in 
wound assessment and who are able to distinguish scabs from 
eschar. 
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