
Submitter : Mr. David Uhaze 

Organization : State of New Jersey, Dept. of Community Affairs 

Category : State Government 

Issue AreaslCornments 

Date: 1110112006 

Tl\c Stalc o f  Nc\v Jcrscy Dcpartmcnt o f  Comniunity Affairs has alrcady submitted a proposal to ~ h c  Statc lcgislaturc which would rcquirc sprinklcring of cxisting 
~iul.sil\g lhomcs throughout the statc as any cxtcndcd delay for this would bc a disscrvicc to L T C  rcsidcnts. That proposal has a Lycar phasc-in pcriod. A similar 
b i l l  was cl~aclcd 3 years ago l o  rcquirc sprinklers in  dorlnatorics and was implcmcntcd with grcat succcss. 
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Submitter : Mr.  W Rudolph Date: 1 1/07/2006 

Organization : Wisconsin Healthcare Engineers Associatioin 

Category : Health Care Provider/Association 

Issue Areas/Comments 

G A O  Report 

CiAO Report 

Tlic C M S  lias alrcady adoptcd tlic 2000 cdition o f  thc NFPA 101 L i fc  Safcty Codc. This documcnt in chaptcr two mandalcs bo!) tlic NFPA 13 and tlic NFPA 25 
documcnts CMS is proposing to adopt again. Thcsc statcmcnts arc rcduntant and arc not rcquircd. 
Thc only action that nccds to bc dcvclpcd is whcn docs a firc sprinkler systcln nccds to bc installed in  cxisting facilitics. By duplicating tlic rcfcrancc this could 
crcatc futurc problcms if anothcr cdition of thc Lifc Safcty Codc is adoptcd which would rcfcrcncc diffcrcnt cditions o f  thc NFPA 13 and 25 documcnts. 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

As thc chair o f  tlic WHEA Codcs& Standards Committcc. I rcprcscnt ovcr 400 professionals in Wisconsin hcaltlicarc. 
Thank you for tlic opportunity to providc input 

Regulatory Impact Statement 

Regulatory lnipact Statement 

Thc C'MS has all-cady adoptcd t l ~ c  1000 cdition o f  tlic NFPA 101 Lifc Safcty Codc. This docurncnt in chaptcr two mandatcs thc NFPA 25 documcnts CMS is 
proposing to adopt again. T h ~ s  statcmcnt is rcduntant and arc not rcquircd. 

I n  tlic scction 111 titlcd Collcct~on o f  lnfonnation Rcquircmcnts. thc fourth paragraph discussing that outsidc contractors would most likcly bc uscd is a mattcr of 
conccm. Tlic NFPA 25 addrcsscs who is ablc to pcrform thc maintcnancc and tcsting. Thcrc should bc no additional rcquircmcnt that all work bc complctcd by 
outsidc contractors as niany long tcrm carc facilitics havc compctcnt. traincd staff who can and should pcrfor~n tlicsc functions. In Wisconsin wc liavc cxpcrianccd 
scvcral cascs wlicrc thc in housc staff found issucs that thc contractcd vcndors did not duc to inadcquatc tcsting. 
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Submitter : Mr.  Randall Lewis 

Organization : nla 

Date: 1111712006 

Category : Individual 

Issue AreaslComments 

Background 

Background 

M y  pcrsonal background: I am a facility architcct and liavc over twcnty ycars o f  cxpcricncc in dcsign and const~uction. 

Current Fire Safety Status 

C'urrcnt Firc Safety Status 

Plcasc notc that cxisting nursing facilitics arc alrcady rcquircd to comply with building codc provisions. Livcs and injurics arc ccrtainly rcduccd significantly by 
thc installation of  sprinklcr systcrns. Howcvcr. othcr building codc provisions such as firc walls and pcnctrations also lncrcasc thc likcliliood ofsurvival durlng 
tircs - thcsc clc~ncnts arc alrcady rcquircd by prcscnt building codcs. Firc walls and pcnctration protcction alrcady grcatly allow survival by limiting thc sprcad of  
firc during cvauuation o f  rcsidcnts from dangcr arcas. 

G A O  Report 

<;A0 Report 

Tlicc-c should hc no furtlicr action in ilnplclncnting o f  this proposcd provision. 

GENERAL 

G E N E R A L  

rl icrc is no doubt tliat rctrofitting cxisting buildings witli thc latcst provisions of a building or lifc safcty codc would rcducc fatalitics and ln~urics. Ilowcvcr. c\:c~i 
current building codcs do not currently rcquirc rctrofitting o f  sprinklcr systcrns to buildings unlcss a major rcliovation is undcrtakcn for sucli facilitics. Requiring 
retrofitting of sprinklcr systcrns for nursing horncs would bc vcry cxpcnsivc and thc cost o f  such would just bc passcd on to thosc rcsponsiblc for paying for tlic 
rcsidcnt carc. This would also sct a strong prcccdcnt forothcr building typcs to bc rctrofittcd as wcll, incrcasing thc costs ofrctrofitting tlicm. Tlicrc is also no 
doubt that this proposcd rcquirc~ncnt would dircctly bcncfit contractors who install such sprinklcr systcrns and could bc sccn only as a spccial lntcrcst sincc thc 
first installation costs would ccrtainly only bcncfit such contractors. 

Installation 

I~istal lat ion 

Sunsct provis~on is rccom~ncndcd to not be applicable slncc tllc rcconimcndation is to not implc~ncnt tliis pl.ov~sion 

Phase-in 

Plinsc-in sliould be 1101 appl~cablc as I am against rctrofitting o f  cxisting nursing facilitics. 

Regulatory Impact Statement 

Regulatory lmpact Statement 

Thc installation o f  any sprinklcr systcln rcquircs rcgular spccializcd ~naintcnancc. A nursing hornc that has a sprinklcr systcln installcd would thcn havc incrcascd 
maintcnancc cxpcnscs which would also bc passcd on to thosc rcsponsiblc for paying ofrcsidcnt carc. Also. sprinklcr system rctrofit lnay liavc to bc arrangcd 
within arcas o f  buildings tliat liavc no frcczc protcction which would also incrcasc thc cost o f  installation duc to having to add such protcction. 
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Submitter : Mr. Steve Muncy 

Organization : American Fire Sprinkler Association 

Category : Other Association 

Issue AreasIComments 

Background 

Background 

no commcnts 

CMS Action 

Date: 12/11/2006 

C M S  Action 

The American Fire Sprinkler Association (AFSA) agrces that a sunsct on the prcvious rule on smoke alarms after completion of the sprinkler system installation 
proposed in thc ncw mlc is appropriate. 

GAO Report 

GAO Report 

AFSA strongly supports the adoption of 2006 edition of NFPA 101. While we understand the concern that this action would delay the rulemaking process, we 
bclicvc that CMS can begin the process of adopting the latest version of NFPA I01 while concurrently developing a sprinkler retrofit rule. 

Thc success of CMS in providing improvcd lifc safety since enforccment of NFPA 101 began in 1970 has demonstrated the effectiveness of federal regulation in 
this arca. We bclicve that thcre exists widcsprcad support for a fedcral initiative to require automatic fire sprinklers in long term care facilities. Significant fires in 
thc past fcw years have shown that most states are likely to act only aftcr a significant firc involving loss of life. 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

Association Information: 

Amcrican Firc Sprinkler Association 
9696 Skillman. Suite 300 
Dallas, Texas 75214 
Phonc: 2 14.349.5965 
Contact: Stcvc A. Muncy, President 

Installation 

Installation 

AFSA supports a sunset on the previous rule on smokc alarms after completion of the sprinkler system installation proposed in the new rule, provided that the 
provisions of the 2000 cdition of NFPA 101 are still required. 

Maintenance 

Maintenance 

AFSA strongly bclieves that the 2007 cdition of NFPA 13 be refercnced in the final rule. Reliance on oldcr editions of thc standard would not incorporate the 
significant changcs and advances in fire protcction in thc latest cdition. 

Givcn thc fact that thcre has bcen significant discussion in the health care industry about fire sprinkler retrofits in the past few years, a ten-year phase in period is 
exccssivc. AFSA believes that a three-year phase in is entirely appropriate, although CMS may find a three to five-year schedule based on size of the facility to 
be an acceptable alternative. 

Regulatory Impact Statement 

Regulatory Impact Statement 

AFSA recommends that the 2002 edition of NFPA 25 be refercnccd, and that facilities already equipped with automatic fire sprinkler systems should be required 
to use thc most current edition. 
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Submitter : Mr. Gerald Eagan 

Organization : Sprinkler Fitters Local 314, UA 

Category : Individual 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 12/12/2006 

Current Fire Safety Status 

Current Fire Safety Status 

The current firc safety status in unacceptable. A fire last month in a unsprinklcd Andcrson, MO long term care vacility killed I0 people. The fire occered in the 
middlc of thc night. A properly installed Fire Sprinkler System could havc preventcd the spread of that firc and allowed rescuers to evacuate the home without the 
terriblc loss of lifc. 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I have been employed as a fire sprinkler fitter for 27 years, the last ninc as Business manager of Sprinkler Fitters Local 3 14, UA in Kansas City, MO. I served a 4 
year apprenticeship and have continued to take training courscs on the changes and inovations in fire Sprinklcrs over the years. I am convinced that the competent 
installation of Fire Sprinklers, and their proper maintenance by trained sprinklcr fitters, would eIirninate fires that cause mulitipal deaths in long term care 
facilities. 

Maintenance 

Maintenance 

Installation of sprinklcr systems should bc limitcd to companics with proven records in fire protection, and that cmploy workcrs properly trained in the 
rcquiremcnts of NFPA 13: the codc governing thc installation of water based fire protection systcrns. Without preapproving contractors, we could be providing a 
falsc scnsc of sccurity to those living in these facilities. 
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Submitter : Mr. Edward Witkowski 

Organization : Sprinkler Fitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Date: 12/13/2006 

Issue AreasIComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

1 strongly support the proposal and that the affectcd facilities should bc givcn no morc than 5 years to comply with thc new requirements. 
Thc cldcrly in this country should gct bcttcr trcatmcnt and this mlc will hclp ensurc that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long-tcrm care 
facilities havc propcr fire sprinkler systemsin casc of a fire hazard. 
Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. Kevin Clark 

Organization : Sprinkler Fitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 12/13/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new requirements. The elderly in this 
country should get better treatment and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long-term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinkler systcm in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention in this mattcr. 
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Submitter : Mr. Jonathan Parker 

Organization : Sprinklerfitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 12/13/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support thc proposal and that thc affcctcd facilitics should bc givcn no morc than 5 ycars to comply with the ncw rcqiurmcnts. the elderly in this 
country shoulds gct bcttcr trcatmcnt and this rulc will hclp insun: that thcy gct basic ptotcction thcy deserve by long-term care facilitics havc proper firc sprinkler 
systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your atcntion on this mattcr 
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Submitter : Mr. brian gehret 

Organization : Sprinklerfitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue AreaslComments 

Date: 12/13/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

should bc givcn no morc than 5 years to comply with thc new rcqiurmcnts. the elderly in this country shoulds get bettcr treatment and this rule will help insure 
that thcy gct basic protcction they descrvc by long-term care facilities have proper fire sprinkler systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention on 
this matter 
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Submitter : Mr. Matthew Marini 

Organization : Sprinklerfitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 12/13/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support the proposal and that thc affcctcd facilities should be givcn no morc than 5 years to comply with the ncw rcqiurments. the clderly in this 
country shoulds get better treatment and this rule will help insure that thcy gct basic protcction thcy deserve by long-term care facilities have proper fire sprinkler 
systems in casc of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention on this mattcr 
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Submitter : Mr. Brian Gehret 

Organization : Sprinklerfitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Commeots 

Date: 12/13/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support thc proposal and that the affcctcd facilitics should be givcn no morc than 5 years to comply with thc new reqiurments. the elderly in this 
counhy shoulds get bcttcr treatment and this rule will help insure that thcy gct basic protection thcy deserve by long-term care facilities havc proper firc sprinkler 
systems in case of a firc hazard. Thank you for your attention on this matter 
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Submitter : Mr. stephen Goetz 

Organization : Sprinklerfitter Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Date: 12/13/2006 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I sh.ongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new rcqiurments. the elderly in this 
country shoulds get better tmatmcnt and this rule will help insure that thcy get basic protection they deserve by long-term care facilities have proper fire sprinkler 
systems in case ofa fire hazard. Thank you for your attention on this matter 
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Submitter : Mr. Alex Bateman 

Organization : Sprinklerfitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

Date: 12/13/2006 

GENERAL 

1 strongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new reqiurments. the elderly in this 
country shoulds get better treatment and this rule will help insure that they get basic protection they deserve by long-term care facilities have proper fire sprinkler 
systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention on this matter 
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Submitter : Mr. Jason McDowell 

Organization : Sprinklerfitter Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue AreaslComments 

Date: 12/13/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support the proposal and that the affcctcd facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the ncw reqiurnents. thc eldcrly in this 
country shoulds gct bettcr trcatmcnt and this mlc will help insure that thcy gct basic protection thcy dcservc by long-tern care facilities have proper firc sprinkler 
systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention on this matter 
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Submitter : Mr. John Wengert 

Organization : Sprinklerfitter LOCAL 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue AreaslComments 

Date: 12113/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

1 strongly support thc proposal and that thc affcctcd facilitics should bc givcn no morc than 5 ycars to comply with thc new reqiumcnts. thc elderly in this 
country shoulds gct bcttcr trcatmcnt and this rule will hclp insurc that thcy gct basic protcction thcy deserve by long-term care facilities have proper fire sprinkler 
systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention on this matter 
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Submitter : Mr. Gary Lee 

Organization : Sprinkler Fitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Date: 12/14/2006 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than five years to comply with the new requirements. The elderly in this 
country should get much bcttcr trcahncnt and this rule will help ensure that thcy get basic protection thcy deserve by requiring long-term care facilities have 
proper fire sprinkler systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. nicholas yaw 

Organization : sprinkler fitters local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 32/14/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support the proposal and that thc affcctcd facilitics should bc givin no morc than 5 ycars to comply with thc ncw rcquirments.Thc elderly in this 
country should get bcncr trcatmcnt and this rulc will hclp cnsure that thcy gct basic protcction thcy dcservc by requiring long-term carc facilities have the proper 
firc sprinkler systcms in casc of a fire hazard.Thanks for your ancntion in this important matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. ken johnson 

Organization : sprinkler fitter 

Date: 12/14/2006 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

i strongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new rcquirement. The elderly in this 
country should get bcner treatment and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinklcr systemsin case of a fire hazard.Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Date: 12/14/2006 Submitter : Mr. James Lydon 

Organization : Sprinkler FItters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I strongly support the proposal and that the affcctcd facilities should be given no morc than 5 years to comply with the new requirement. Thc eldcrly in this 
country should get bctter trcatmcnt and this mlc will hclp cnsurc that thcy gct basic protcction thcy deserve by requiring long tcnn care facilities havc propcr fire 
sprinkler systcmsin casc of a firc hazard.Thank you for your attention in this mattcr. 
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Submitter : Mr. robert barrett 

Organization : sprinkler fitters local 692 

Date: 12/14/2006 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue AreasIComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

i strongly support the proposal and that thc affccted facilities should be givcn no morc than 5 years to comply with the new requirement. The elderly in this 
country should get better treatment and this rule will help cnsure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinkler systemsin case of a fire hazard.Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. gavin black 

Organization : sprinkler fitters local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue AreaslComments 

Date: 12/14/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

i strongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should bc given no more than 5 years to comply with the new requirement. The elderly in this 
counhy should get better treatment and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinkler systemsin case of a fire hazard.Thank you for your attcntion in this mattcr. 

Page 19 of 23 December 15 2006 09:22 AM 



Submitter : Mr. Joe Hinchey 

Organization : Sprinkler Fitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue AreaslComments 

Date: 12/14/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

i strongly support the proposal and that thc affcctcd facilities should bc givcn no more than 5 years to comply with the new requirement. The elderly in this 
country should get bcncr treatment and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protection they deservc by requiring long term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinkler systemsin case of a fire hazard.Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. sean mitchell Date: 12/14/2006 
Organization : sprinklerfitters 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

i strongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new requirement. The elderly in this 
country should get better heatment and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinkler systemsin case of a fire hazard.Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. Ryan Curran 

Organization : Sprinklerfitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 12/14/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

i strongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no mom than 5 ycars to comply with the new requiremcnt. The elderly in this 
country should gct better treatment and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protcetion they deserve by requiring long term care facilities havc proper fire 
sprinkler systemsin case of a fire hazard.Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. Steven Weddington 

Organization : Sprinkler Fitter Local 692 

Date: 12/14/2006 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

i strongly suppon the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new requirement. The elderly in this 
country should get bener treatment and this rule will hclp ensure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinkler systemsin case of a fire hazard.Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. Jason LoMastro 

Organization : Sprinkler Fitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Date: 12/18/2006 

Issue AreasIComments 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

1 sfIongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new requirements. The elderly in this 
country should get better Weahnent and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long-term care facilities have propa fire 
sprinkler systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Submitter : Mr. Michael DeShazior 

Organization : Sprinklerlitters Local 692 

Category : Long-term Care 

Issue Areas/Comments 

Date: 12/18/2006 

GENERAL 

GENERAL 

I suongly support the proposal and that the affected facilities should be given no more than 5 years to comply with the new mjlurements. The elderly in this 
counhy should get better aeahnent and this rule will help ensure that they get basic protection they deserve by requiring long-term care facilities have proper fire 
sprinkler systems in case of a fire hazard. Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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