CMS-3191-P-1

Submitter : Mr. David Uhaze Date: 11/01/2006
Organization :  State of New Jersey, Dept. of Community Affairs
Category : State Government

Issue Areas/Comments
Phase-in

Phase-in

The State of New Jerscy Department of Community Affairs has alrcady submitted a proposal to the Statc Iegislature which would require sprinklering of existing
nursing homes throughout the statc as any cxtended delay for this would be a disscrvice to LTC residents. That proposal has a 3 ycar phasc-in period. A similar
bill was cnacted 3 ycars ago to require sprinklers in dormatorics and was implemented with great success.
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Issue Areas/Comments
GAO Report

GAO Report

The CMS has alrcady adopted the 2000 cdition of the NFPA 101 Lifc Safcty Code. This document in chapter two mandatcs both the NFPA 13 and the NFPA 25
documents CMS is proposing to adopt again. Thcsc statcments arc reduntant and arc not required.

The only action that nceds to be develped is when docs a fire sprinkler system nceds to be installed in existing facilitics. By duplicating the referance this could
create futurc problems if another cdition of the Life Safety Codc is adopted which would reference different cditions of the NFPA 13 and 25 documents.

GENERAL
GENERAL

As the chair of the WHEA Codcs& Standards Committce, I represent over 400 professionals in Wisconsin healthcarc.
Thank you for thc opportunity to provide input

Regulatory Impact Statement

Regulatory Impact Statement

The CMS has aircady adopted the 2000 edition of the NFPA 101 Lifc Safcty Code. This document in chapter two mandatcs the NFPA 25 documents CMS is
proposing to adopt again. This statement is reduntant and arc not required.

In the section 11 titled Collcction of Information Requirements, the fourth paragraph discussing that outside contractors would most likcly be uscd is a matter of
concern. The NFPA 25 addresscs who is ablc to perform the maintenance and testing. There should be no additional requircment that all work be completed by
outsidc contractors as many long tcrm carc facilitics have compcetent, trained staff who can and should perform these functions. In Wisconsin we have cxperianced
scveral cascs where the in housce staff found issucs that the contracted vendors did not duc to inadequate testing.

Page 1 of 1 November 08 2006 09:04 AM






